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Candidate’s name: 	Terri Wilkinson				
	Grade/Class/Subject:
	Grade 3, ELA
	School:
	Thornhill Primary

	Date:
	March 3 2025
	Allotted Time:
	25 min

	Topic/Title:
	Descriptive Writing - Using our 5 Senses 


 
1. LESSON ORIENTATION
Key resources: Instructional Design Map

	Briefly, describe purpose of lesson, and anything else to note about the context of lesson, students, or class, e.g. emergent learning needs being met at this time, elements of focus or emphasis, special occasions or school events.

	The purpose of this lesson is to help students develop strong descriptive writing by using sensory details. Students will learn how to engage readers and create clear mental images.



2. CORE COMPETENCIES
Key resources: https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/competencies

	Core /Sub-Core Competencies 
(check all that apply):
	Describe briefly how you intend to embed Core Competencies in your lesson, or the role that they have in your lesson.

	☐ COMMUNICATION – Communicating
☐  COMMUNICATION – Collaborating 
☐  THINKING – Creative Thinking
☐  THINKING – Critical Thinking
☐  THINKING – Reflective Thinking
☐  PERSONAL AND SOCIAL – Personal Awareness and Responsibility
☐  PERSONAL AND SOCIAL – Positive Personal and Cultural Identity 
☐  PERSONAL AND SOCIAL – Social Awareness and Responsibility
	· students will share ideas and collaboratively building descriptive sentences using sensory details
· students expand on simple sentences, adding sensory details to enhance their writing
· students analyze their writing, consider word chives and how it can affect the readers images



3. INDIGENOUS WORLDVIEWS AND PERSPECTIVES
Key resources: First Peoples Principles of Learning (FPPL); Aboriginal Worldviews and Perspectives in the Classroom

	FPPL to be included in this lesson 
(check all that apply):
	How will you embed Indigenous worldviews, perspectives, or FPPL in the lesson?

	☐ Learning ultimately supports the well-being of the self, the family, the community, the land, the spirits, and the ancestors. 
☐ Learning is holistic, reflexive, reflective, experiential, and relational (focused on connectedness, on reciprocal relationships, and a sense of place). 
☐ Learning involves recognizing the consequences of one's actions.
☐ Learning involves generational roles and responsibilities.
☐ Learning recognizes the role of Indigenous knowledge.
☐ Learning is embedded in memory, history, and story.
☐ Learning involves patience and time. 
☐ Learning requires exploration of one's identity.
☐ Learning involves recognizing that some knowledge is sacred and only shared with permission and/or in certain situations.
	· students reflect on their writing, collaborate with peers, and use experiential learning through sensory descriptions
· students will develop story writing skills by using the sensory details to bring the image to life and more engaging
· using the sense helps students connect to their backgrounds, perceptions and emotions



4. BIG IDEAS
Key resources: https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/ (choose course under Curriculum, match lesson to one or more Big Ideas)

	What are students expected to understand? How is this lesson connected to Big Idea/s or an essential question?

	Using language in creative and playful ways helps
We understand how language works.



5. LEARNING STANDARDS/INTENTIONS
Key resources:  https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/ (choose course under Curriculum) 

	Curricular Competencies:
What are students expected to do? 
	Content:
What are students expected to learn?

	Make connections between ideas from a variety of sources and prior knowledge to build understanding

Communicate using sentences and most conventions of Canadian spelling, grammar, and punctuation
	· literary elements and devices
descriptive language, poetic language, figurative language, images, imagery, rhythm, rhyme, simile, alliteration




6. ASSESSMENT PLAN
Key resources: Instructional Design Map and https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/classroom-assessment

	How will students demonstrate their learning or achieve the learning intentions? How will they know if they are proficient? How will the evidence be collected, documented and shared? Will you use observations, have targeted conversations, or collect products? Mention any opportunities for feedback, self-assessment, peer assessment and teacher assessment. What tools, structures, or rubrics will you use to assess student learning (e.g. Performance Standard Quick Scale)? Will the assessments be formative, summative, or both?

	Formative Assessment
· Observations during discussions, participation and ability to suggest sensory details
· Students ability to answer questions to explain why sensory details improve writing
· Students contributions to five senses sentences 



7. DESIGN CONSIDERATIONS
Key resources: Instructional Design Map

	Make brief notes to indicate how the lesson will meet needs of your students for: differentiation, especially for known exceptionalities, learning differences or barriers, and language abilities; inclusion of diverse needs, interests, cultural safety and relevance; higher order thinking; motivations and specific adaptations or modifications for identified students or behavioural challenges. Mention any other design notes of importance, e.g. cross-curricular connections, organization or management strategies you plan to use, extensions for students that need or want a challenge.

	· will use images on the smartboard for whole class to see
· I will provide sentence starters for whole class to get started
· the whole class discussion and support will allow all students to contribute at their own level

Student “T”
· Student “T” is non-verbal, uses a camera to help with vision and has one-on-one support at all times from EA
· he will be doing a “warm-up activity” with his EA to mach the 5 senses
· during writing time he will be doing a picture matching activity, instead of generating describe senses he will match pictures or symbols to the correct photos
· I will ensure he has a clear and visible sight line of me on his camera the whole time for whole class engagement
· if needed i can have a student help and engage with his activities

	Required preparation: Mention briefly the resources, material, or technology you need to have ready, or special tasks to do before the lesson starts, e.g. rearrange desks, book a room or equipment.

	· Visual Image from last lesson for 5 senses sentence writing
· Sensory chart from last lesson
· Sentences starters
· Matching activity for student “T”
· pencils
· document camera
· lined paper




8. LESSON OUTLINE

	Instructional Steps
	Student Does/Teacher Does (learning activities to target learning intentions)
	Pacing

	OPENING:
e.g. greeting students, sharing intentions, look back at what was learned, look ahead to what will be learning, use of a hook, motivator, or other introduction to engage students and activate thinking and prior knowledge 
	Introduction and Review

Teacher
“Last time, we looked at an image and brainstormed sensory details using our five senses (hearing,smell, sight, touch, taste). Today, we are going to take what we wrote in our chart and turn it into a full descriptive sentence.”

· show sensory chart and review it
· ask “What is the goal of descriptive writing?” (to help the reader picture what we are describing, paint a picture in our mind…)
· 
“To help us write full descriptive sentences we need to remember to use level 3 writing to help make our descriptions stronger. Who can remind me what the 3 levels are, starting at level 1?”
· level 1 - simple
· level 2 - detailed
· level 3 using your senses
“level 3 is what we will use to write our sentences.”

	5 min

	BODY:
· Best order of activities to maximize learning -- each task moves students towards learning intentions
· Students are interacting with new ideas, actively constructing knowledge and understanding, and given opportunities to practice, apply, or share learning, ask questions and get feedback
· Teacher uses learning resources and strategic opportunities  for guided practice, direct instruction, and/or modelling
· Can include: transitions, sample questions, student choices, assessment notes (formative or otherwise), and other applications of design considerations
	Writing Sentences Together

Using the completed sensory chart from the last lesson, the whole class will work together to turn the details into descriptive sentences. We will focus on one sense at a time, sharing ideas as a whole class and expand it into level 3 sentences.

Teacher
“I’ll start with hearing and then as a whole class we can write the rest together”

Hearing
Teacher example
I can hear cheerful laughter in the streets as the kids play and hit the birdie with their rackets.
The sharp “thwack” echoes through the streets, followed by giggles from the children, as the birdie flies through the air.

Continue going through the senses using the sensory chart to write descriptive sentences. Encourage participation by pulling names from the popsicle cup. Record the final sentences on the lined paper using the document camera for students to copy to their paper.

Teacher can write sentence starters on board for have ready on smart board

Smell
Sentence starter
I can smell …
The scent of fresh oranges drifts through the air…
Soap and water mix to create the clean smell of…
The warm breeze carries the scent of…
The smell of the river might…

Sight
Sentence starter
I see a tall brick building with…
The girl in the window looks…
Bright billboards cover the building, showing…
In the street, children are…

Touch
Sentence starters
I can feel …
The rough bricks of the building feel…
A warm breeze brushes against my body…
The smooth badminton racket handle feels…
The women feels the cool wate…r

Taste
Sentence starters
I can taste …
The juicy oranges taste sweet like…
The air tastes fresh with a hint of…
The crisp air leaves a taste of…
	15 min

	CLOSING:
· Closure tasks or plans to gather, solidify, deepen or reflect on the learning
·  review or summary if applicable
· anticipate what’s next in learning
· “housekeeping” items (e.g. due dates, next day requirements
	Wrap-up and Reflection

Teacher
“Great work everyone, the sentences are incredible! I really liked how we worked together to add details and used the sensory language to make them stronger.”

Ask questions to whole class
· “Which sentence do you think was the most descriptive?”
· “Why do we use our senses in writing?”

“Next time, you’ll be writing your own descriptive sentences! You’ll use the same process we practiced  today, but you’ll create your own descriptions.”
	5 min




9. REFLECTION (anticipate if possible)

	· Did any reflection in learning occur, e.g. that shifted the lesson in progress?
· What went well in the lesson (reflection on learning)?
· What would you revise if you taught the lesson again?
· How do the lesson and learners inform you about necessary next steps? 
· Comment on any ways you modelled and acted within the Professional Standards of BC Educators and BCTF Code of Ethics?
· If this lesson is being observed, do you have a specific observation focus in mind?

	This unit has been another unit that I have really enjoyed teaching. It came together nicely with lots of cross curricular opportunities. After the formal observation, I was able to reflect on time. 25 min is not a lot of time so I try my best to get everything in by keeping a perky pace. While initially I ran out of time, I was able to return to the lesson the next day, allowing us to complete all five descriptive sentences as a class. The fixed class schedule presents challenges in flexibility, but I adapted by finding time to revisit and complete the captivity. After discussing with Melanie, I realized that incorporating popsicle sticks earlier in the lesson, rather than just at the end, would have helped engage students who were not participating. 




 



image1.gif
U B c UNIVERSITY OF
NORTHERN BRITISH COLUMBIA




